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rojects addressing asthma
management, community
wellness, high school out-
reach and medication label-

ing earned UH College of Pharmacy
students top honors in a recent
Texas Pharmacy Association (TPA)
competition.

Placing first through fourth,
University of Houston College of
Pharmacy students swept the Texas

Pharmacy Association Innovative Pharmacy Project Competition recently held at the 125th Annual
TPA Meeting and Expo in Dallas.  Additional awards included the membership award from The Texas
Pharmacy Association, Academy of Students of Pharmacy (TPA-ASP).  Coming in ahead of the
University of Texas at Austin, Texas Tech and Texas Southern University pharmacy colleges and
schools, the UH College of Pharmacy won for having the highest percentage of its student body as
members of TPA-ASP.  Two UH alumni also were honored at the annual TPA meeting.  

Sponsored by AstraZeneca and Elan Pharmaceuticals, the Innovative Pharmacy Project Competition
judged projects on their execution, from the proposal to data collection.  Submissions were to utilize
practices applicable to the implementation of new policies to enhance patient care outcomes or med-
ication control and delivery.  

“The level of accomplishment of our students in this competition is a reflection of the high quality of
education they receive from our college,” said Sunny E. Ohia, dean of the UH College of Pharmacy.  

Awarded first place, second-year student Isaac Lopez Jr. argued that several issues exist with over-the-
counter medication labels in his project titled “Over-the-counter medication use enhanced with bilin-
gual product information labels.”  Lopez focused on such factors as the small font size of text affect-
ing the elderly and visually impaired, complex medication terminology and unavailability of multilin-
gual product information for non-English speaking populations.  Under the direction of Clinical
Professor Sujit Sansgiry, Lopez proposed to develop and evaluate bilingual product information labels
in Spanish and English as compared to other over-the-counter marketed labels.  After surveying par-
ticipants in the study, who evaluated both the old and new labeling formats and Lopez’ proposed for-
mat, he found that, overall, participants responded more positively to the newer, bilingual label
designed by Lopez.

Top Honors
First through Fourth Place
Swept by UH in Texas
Pharmacy Association
Competition

P

From left: Denise Martinez, Brice Labruzzo, Isaac Lopez and Molly Graham with
Dean Ohia at the Texas Pharmacy Association Annual Meeting and Expo in July.

Enhancing Patient Care Earns UH Pharmacy Students
Alum named trustee of St.
Anne School Foundation

SMALL DOSE
THE PHARMACY

Patrick Ward (B.S. ’86) was recently
named one of four trustees by the exec-
utive director of the St. Anne School
Foundation, Molly DeDeminicis. Ward
has served as the executive director of
business development since November
2002 for Encysive Pharmaceuticals.
Prior to joining Encysive in 1994, Ward
worked as an independent pharmacist
and pharmacy management consultant
to hospital, home infusion and retail
pharmacies. He gained management
experience from his involvement at
Owen Healthcare, Inc, now part of
CardinalHealth, in the late ’80s. In addi-
tion to his degree from the College of
Pharmacy, Ward holds an M.B.A. in
finance from the University of St.
Thomas and is a Registered Pharmacist.

Alumna working to 
fight breast cancer

Machelle De Ron (B.S. ’86) worked as a
volunteer for the 14th Annual Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation
Houston Race for the Cure held down-
town in Eleanor Tinsley Park on
October 2. As the Race’s medical com-
mittee chairwoman, De Ron’s mission to
help women fight breast cancer through
education stems from her personal bat-
tle with the disease a year ago. The Race
hopes to raise over two million dollars
for breast cancer research, education,
screening and treatment programs.
Seventy-five percent of the money raised
will remain in Houston to help the local
community and its facilities, while the
remainder is given to the national organ-
ization to fund research grants.

The 8th Annual Scholarship 50 Luncheon

cholarship donors met their recipients
over lunch at the 8th Annual Scholarship
50 Luncheon. Donors, students, faculty,

and staff came together for an afternoon of fellow-
ship to celebrate the college’s banner year—188
scholarships totaling nearly $140,000. Three new
Presidential Endowed Scholarships (PES’s) were
awarded this year: The Paul and Manmeet Likhari
PES, The Bexar County PES, and the Cynthia
Passarelli PES. These scholarships are the col-
lege’s most prestigious—awarding $1,500 per year
for four years to first-year students.

The College celebrates 188 scholarships given in support of students

S

For Golf Scholarship picture, see page 6

Paul Likhari with the first recipient of the Paul and Manmeet
Presidential Endowed Scholarship, first-year student Bree
Watzak.
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New Administrative Appointments

he addition of Xiang-Qun (Sean)
Xie, Ph.D., MBA, to the
Department of Pharmacological
and Pharmaceutical Sciences (PPS)

has created more exploratory latitude regard-
ing G-Protein Coupled Receptors (GPCRs)
research. The department previously had six
faculty members researching the signaling
and trafficking of GPCRs such as adrenergic
dopamine and opioid receptors.  Xie’s
research focuses on how the structures of
GPCRs change when they bind with various
drugs and attempts to use the knowledge of
those structural changes to improve drug
design and, ultimately, therapeutic outcomes.
His expertise in medicinal and computational
chemistry and NMR biophysics, when added
to that of existing departmental faculty, cre-
ates a strong synergy in GPCRs pharmacolog-
ical research, according to Department Chair
Douglas Eikenburg, Ph.D.

Xie and his team are targeting an important
GPCR – the cannabinoid CB2 receptor –
attempting to discover CB2-selective lead
compounds for clinical use. Historically,
preparations of Cannabis Sativa (e.g. marijua-
na, hashish) were used for therapy as well as
recreation as early as 3000 B.C. It is now real-
ized that it has many potential therapeutic
uses including lesening the effects of cancer
chemotherapy, pain, muscle spasms, glauco-
ma, and immune suppression. These newly

discovered therapeutic applications have
opened doors to scientists in various fields
worldwide.

“The CB2 receptor subtype was selected,”
said Xie, “because it is expressed in high
quantities in the human spleen and tonsils,
is involved in the signal transduction
processes within the immune system, and
can potentially be a drug target for immune
system modulation. However, the develop-
ment of therapeutic cannabinoid mimetics
has been hampered due to limited structural
information about the target protein, the
CB2 receptor.”

Dr. Smesny was most recently Pharmacy Skills Program Coordinator and
Community Wellness Program Director at the University of Houston College of
Pharmacy from 1999-2004.  The major focus of her practice has been the devel-
opment of the Community Wellness Program, in which she and pharmacy stu-
dents deliver many types of health services, screenings, and educational semi-
nars to residents of Houston and surrounding communities. Prior to that, she
served as Clinical Coordinator for the Pharmacy Department at Northeast
Medical Center Hospital in Humble, Texas. 

Dr. Smesny earned her bachelor’s degree in biology at the University of Houston, her master’s in public
health at the University of Texas School of Public Health, and her doctor of pharmacy degree at the
University of Houston College of Pharmacy.  Her research interests include health and wellness and med-
ication education for children.

Ms. Pitman has received two degrees from the University of Houston: a Bachelor
of Science in Pharmacy in 1994 and a Master of Business Administration in May
2003.  

Since 1999, she has worked for the College of Pharmacy as director of recruit-
ment and as a clinical assistant professor. In addition to her recruitment activi-
ties, her new appointment expands her role to include the admissions process.
Ms. Pitman remains affiliated with St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital as a patient care
area pharmacist.

Shara Zatopek, B.S., M.A.
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

Paige Pitman, B.S., M.B.A.
Director of Admissions

Andrea Smesny, M.P.H., Pharm.D.
Assistant Dean for Student Affairs

message from the dean

Sunny E. Ohia, Ph.D.

T

Shara L. Zatopek,
clinical associate pro-
fessor, has been
appointed associate
dean of academic
affairs. Previously
she served the col-
lege as the assistant
dean for professional
programs and assis-
tant dean for admis-
sions.  She joined the
faculty in 1979 as a
guest lecturer and
adjunct instructor.
In 1989, she was appointed clinical associate profes-
sor and joined the faculty full-time as the hospital
and community experiential coordinator.  

Ms. Zatopek received a Bachelor of Science degree in
Pharmacy from the University of Houston College of
Pharmacy in 1974 and a Master of Arts degree in
Psychology from Houston Baptist University in 1999.
Her professional memberships include APhA, where
she was selected the national Outstanding Chapter
Advisor for ASP (Academy of Students of Pharmacy).
She has been active in TPA and was elected to the
Board of Directors and Speaker of the House of
Delegates.  TPA honored her with the Bowl of Hygeia
Award and the Educational Excellence Award.  Ms.
Zatopek has been involved with the Harris County
Pharmacy Association, has served as president, and
has been recognized as Pharmacist of the Year.

See Xie on page 3

Greetings!

First of all, I welcome all students back
for a new academic year.  We especially
welcome the Class of 2008 to our 57-
year old College.  We promise to offer
them (and the rest of the students, of
course!) a superb learning environment
for the next four years.

Over the past year, our students have
excelled in leadership roles in several
professional organizations at the state
and national level.  For instance, our stu-
dents won all four prizes at the recently
concluded Texas Pharmacy Association
Innovative Pharmacy Project competi-
tion.  The success of our students in 

assuming leadership roles at 
both state and national levels

is  a positive  reflection of 
their high level of profes-
sionalism.

We are truly 
proud of them!  

Best wishes, 



On August 22nd, several
College of Pharmacy alumni
and friends gathered   to
meet Dean Ohia at the
Holiday Inn in Lubbock.
Pictured with Dean Ohia are
the three alumni able to
attend the event: (from left)
James R. Lovering (B.S. ’75),
Theresa Ann West (B.S. ’88),
and David Michael Hurd
(B.S. ’78). Also in attendance
were Gene and Susan Lake, friends of the College of Pharmacy. Their daughter Sarah
graduated with a Pharm.D. degree in 2000. She is married to College of Pharmacy
Clinical Assistant Professor David Wallace (Pharm.D. ’99).
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COLLEGE OF PHARMACYAA
Diana Chow, Ph.D., associate professor of pharmaceutics, recently received an
unrestricted gift of $45,000 from Houston-based Gillson Logenbaugh
Foundation for a period of one year beginning in July. The funding is a contin-
uation of support Chow received from last year’s gift totaling $37,500 for
research on the development of drug delivery for anti-cancer agents, with a
focus on camptothecins.

E. James Essien, M.D., Dr.P.H., associate professor of clinical sciences, recent-
ly received first prize for Outstanding Poster Presentation at the 12th Annual
National Institute for Mental Health International Research Conference held in
Atlanta, July 21-23. Dr. Essien’s poster titled “Effectiveness of an HIV
Prevention Intervention for the Nigerian Uniformed Services” received the top
honor during the conference, which focused on the Role of Families in
Preventing and Adapting to HIV/AIDS.

RICHARD BOND

Richard Bond, Ph.D., associate professor of pharmacology, appeared in the July
2004 issue of Nature Reviews in a question and answer forum on drug discov-
ery. Bond appeared along side 19 distinguished scientists and researchers from
around the world to answer questions and provide opinions about G-Protein-
Coupled Receptors and drug discovery.

M
E

E
T

T
H

E
D

E
A

N

New Faculty
Appointment

Laura
Gerard,

Pharm.D.

CORPUS CHRISTI

LUBBOCK

“Overcoming these limitations requires innovative approaches”, said
Xie, “either through development of new techniques or by employ-
ing known technologies in new ways.” Xie and his research team
are attempting to develop a novel GPCR drug discovery platform.
This platform is based upon integrating nuclear magnetic resonance
(NMR) and computer modeling techniques into a 3-D in-silico phar-
macophore database search approach.

“It is our hope to pursue novel drugs that bind selectively to CB2
receptors, or that can activate those receptors in novel ways, so that
they can be developed into cannabinoid-type therapeutic drugs,”
said Xie.  One attraction of this new approach is that it can be car-
ried out as a “pre-screen” or “virtual screen,” before costly experi-
mental testing of large numbers of compounds. In addition, the
developed methods and results are likely to be generalizable to drug
discovery targeting other GPCRs.

Xie’s GPCR research is currently funded with an $800,000 National
Institute of Health (NIH) grant.  This support for CB2 receptor
research explores an alternative technique for determining GPCR
structural biology and studying drug-receptor interactions.  His
work will help the understandin of drug binding sites and mecha-
nisms of action, which will help in the design of more specific
drugs with fewer side effects.

In addition, Xie is participating as the Director of the Chemistry
Coordinating Center in a six million dollar grant submission by the
Gulf Coast Consortium (GCC).  Along with faculty at other institu-
tions within the Houston area, Dr. Xie has taken a key role in this
project to establish a national drug-screening center in Houston.
Should the grant be funded, this collaboration within the GCC sci-
entific community will significantly strengthen drug research and
discovery in Houston, and should positively affect biotech and
small pharma companies in the greater Houston area as well.

Xie
from page 2

Laura Gerard joined the Clinical Sciences
and Administration faculty as a clinical
assistant professor this summer. She joins a
group of faculty specializing in infectious
disease study. Before coming to the College,
she completed two years of residency train-
ing, one in general pharmacy practice and
one in infectious disease pharmacy prac-
tice, at the University of Kentucky
Chandler Medical Center in Lexington.  Dr.
Gerard received her Doctor of Pharmacy
degree in 2002 from the Nesbitt School of
Pharmacy at Wilkes University in Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania.

On August 8th, Dean Ohia
traveled to Corpus Christi
to meet with several alum-
ni in the area. The recep-
tion was held at Water
Street Seafood Company.
Alumni attending the event
included Clemente Garcia
Jr. (B.S. ’51), Corando Rios
Trevino (B.S. ’71), Mary
Hill (B.S. ’82), Robert
Alvarez (B.S. ’86), Edward
Carrillo (B.S. ’78), Sharon McLean Carlson (B.S. ’75), Mark Carter (B.S. ’90),
Kacy Wagner and wife Tanya Tuckett (Pharm.D. ’02).

DAVID HAYES

David Hayes, Pharm.D., clinical assistant professor, recently was named
the 2004 Outstanding Allied Health Professional by the Alzheimer’s
Association for his commitment to the estimated 70,000 individuals with
Alzheimer’s disease, as well as their family members and caregivers, in
Southeast Texas. Hayes’ work is secondary to his volunteer work centered
on educating caregivers and patients about therapeutic agents used to treat
the disease and associated disorders.

Kacy Wagner, Tanya Tuckett, Dean Ohia, and Dr. Ekanem Ohia



Sherry (Womack) Scott
(Pharm.D. ’02) and Robb Scott
are proud parents of Matthew
Warren, born on December 16,
2003.

Joseph Vazhappilly (Pharm.D.
’00) was promoted to quality
supervisor at Medco’s Irving,
Texas call center pharmacy. He
married his wife Texa in 2001
and they have a 9-month-old
daughter. Joseph recently began
to work on his M.B.A.

Jennifer Wade (Pharm.D. ’02)
and Thomas Wade are proud
parents of Skyler MacKenzie,
born February 17, 2004.

interactions
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Alumni Mailbox

Please e-mail

interactions@uh.edu
to contribute to the 

alumni mailbox!

PASSAGES
Albert V. Baltruzak

Albert V. Baltruzak (B.S. ’51)
passed away May 28, 2004 at the
age of 90 in Kingsville. He
served in the U.S. Army as a
Captain before seeking a B.S. in
pharmacy from the University of
Houston. Baltruzak worked as
the chief pharmacist at Lufkin
Memorial Hospital and Spohn
Hospital in Corpus Christi
before moving to Kingsville,
where he owned West Kleberg
Pharmacy.

Julie Adkison (Pharm.D. ’00)
gave birth to a son, Cade
Patrick, on July 7, 2004.

Bruce Biundo (B.S. ’61) was
recently awarded Pharmacist of
the Year by the Houston Area
Pharmacy Association. Biundo
also is president of the
Pharmacy Alumni Association
and serves on the Dean’s
Advisory Council.

Martha Durham (Pharm.D. ’03)
finished her residency at Baylor
University Medical Center in
Dallas and is now employed at
Hendrick Hospital in Abilene as
a clinical pharmacist.

Mikki Johle (Pharm.D. ’03) has
been accepted into the Master of
Science program in Health
Informatics at the University of
Texas-Houston Health Sciences
Center, School of Health

A l u m n i  P r o f i l e

he area of specialty drug making, or compounding, is one
of the most innovative areas in the field of pharmacy.
However, many students seek a different professional
path. Why? Compounding pharmacies tend to be smaller
operations, and some pharmacy owners may not have the

resources to support Pharm.D. graduates—leaving pharmacy owner-
ship as the risky alternative. With independent pharmacies on the
decline, most students enter pharmacy school with a focus on retail,
hospital pharmacy or sales. 

Lance Campbell (Pharm.D. ’01) was no different. “My end goal was
to become a pharmaceutical rep.  A couple of friends and I started
SIPP [Society of Industrial Pharmacy Students] with the corporate
setting in mind,” he said.

But Campbell became intrigued with compounding after experienc-
ing the lab course held at Professional Compounding Centers of
America. “I found compounding to be innovative—an area in phar-
macy that can do amazing things and have an impact on people’s
lives.”

Before graduation, Campbell completed a rotation in a small, inde-
pendent compounding shop. The experience was so fulfilling that he
decided that he wanted to operate his own pharmacy. Campbell set a
goal to own a store within three years of graduation.

“If you don’t set goals, you wander,” Campbell said. 

Campbell’s rotation at the compounding shop developed into a full-
time position following his graduation from the college.  Longing to
learn more about the business of operating a store, Campbell
advanced to a large retail pharmacy, where he was responsible for
marketing and managing a pharmacy team. 

“Moving away from compounding for a short while allowed me to

Lance Campbell, Pharm.D.

T
experience a different side of
pharmacy,” he said. “ It was
more of a challenge because
of the increased responsibili-
ty, and at the same time,
really gave me business
sense.”

In March of 2003, less than
two years after graduation, Campbell opened his independent com-
pounding pharmacy on Kirby, just minutes from the Texas Medical
Center in Houston.

“The experience I had with both jobs after graduation was invaluable.
The manner in which I set up and run my pharmacy today extends
from the lessons I learned in those different types of pharmacy envi-
ronments,” he said.

Though his pharmacy is currently operating at a profit, Campbell
recalls the hardships he faced when opening his shop. “I actually
questioned whether or not I had made a mistake at first,” he said,
“because I literally sat staring at the phone waiting for it to ring.  I
think I provided care to only four patients the first week.”

Determined, he took the time to introduce himself to the medical
community and, before long, developed many relationships with
health professionals within and around the Texas Medical Center.
Though he was the store’s only employee for several months after the
opening, business is now such that he has been able to support a
small staff—giving jobs to both prospective pharmacy students and
enrolled students on rotation.

“Compounding is not only innovative, but personally fulfilling,” he
said. “Owning an independent store is somewhat risky and at times
hard. To me, it was about setting that initial goal and accomplishing it.”

Specialty Drug-Making

Several pharmacy alumni accept-
ed positions as the Houston Area
Pharmacy Association’s Annual
Officer Induction Banquet. The
following UH alumni were induct-
ed:

Treasurer
Renee Prescott (Pharm.D. ’03)

Treasurer-Elect
Michelle Edwards (Pharm.D. ’04)

Directors (3-year term)
Lance Campbell (Pharm.D. ’01)
Dana Doyle (Pharm.D. ’01)
Bamrom Jonathon (Pharm.D. ’01)
LaTosha Mitchell (Pharm.D. ’01)
Renee Prescott (Pharm.D. ’02 ) 

Councilor (3-year term)
Lynn Simpson (Pharm.D. ’96)
will continue her three-year term
as Councilor until 2005.

Information Sciences.  She is the
first pharmacist to enter the mul-
tidisciplinary program and plans
to graduate in December 2006.
While attending school part-time,
Johle will work as a consultant
pharmacist at LLW Consulting.

Rachael Kuntz (Pharm.D. ’02)
and Shawn Kuntz are the proud
parents of Ashlyn Isabel, born on
March 21, 2004. 

Jeffrey Loesch (Pharm.D. ’02) and
Kimberly (Hairston) Loesch
(Pharm.D. ’02) are the proud par-
ents of Ashley Grace, born May
31st.

Bryan Prescott (Pharm.D. ’01)
and Renee Remmert (Pharm.D.
’02) married on November 25,
2003 in Key West. UHCOP alum-
ni Jeremy Coffey (Pharm.D. ’01),
Jasper Lovoi (Pharm.D. ’02), and
Jennifer Wade (Pharm.D. ’02)
attended the ceremony.

Noxie M. Romano Jr.

Noxie M. Romano Jr. (B.S. ’58)
passed away June 28, 2004. He
lived in Houston his entire life
and worked as a pharmacist for
over 24 years. He was supported
in life by his wife of 50 years,
Mary Ann, his eight children,
and many grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
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Student News

Molly Graham, fourth- year stu-
dent, has received the Texas Society
of Health-System Pharmacists
(TSHP) Research & Education
Foundation General Scholarship
for the University of Houston
College of Pharmacy.  She is recog-
nized for her Community Wellness
Seminar Series at a local communi-
ty pharmacy, participation in pro-
fessional activities aside from the
classroom, and her passion for the
profession of pharmacy.  

Fourth-year students  Leyva
Olivares and Brice Labruzzo were
recently appointed to the Academy
of Student Pharmacists Executive
Committee of the Texas Pharmacy
Association. Olivares is currently
serving as a director, along with fel-
low classmates Denise Martinez,
April Needham, and Sapna Parikh.
She was appointed chair-elect for
2005. Labruzzo will serve as vice-
chair.

PERSPECTIVES t u d e n t  P r o f i l e
Gavin Estrada

hird-year pharmacy stu-
dent Gavin Estrada
decided to become a
pharmacist because of

the flexibility in career options
and the opportunities to meet
new people. He’s made use of his
time in the college to explore
both of these advantages.

“I enjoy talking and interacting
with a variety of people,” he said.
“Pharmacy is a career field in
which you can make a definite
difference in someone’s life.”

In his free time, he plays classical
acoustic guitar and keyboard.
Although he has many years of
training on the piano, Estrada
prefers to play the guitar because
of his love for rock music. He
often plays for groups of friends,
and, occasionally,  at small local
events like Frontier Fiesta.

“I like to make people laugh,
smile and feel good about them-
selves,” he said. “There seems to

be something about music that
livens up a crowd.”

When he finds time, he likes to
delve into theatricals as well.
Having always enjoyed acting and
music, Estrada’s creative side is bal-
anced with a strong sense of logic.
In 2002, he graduated from Texas
A&M in Corpus Christi with a
degree in microbiology. 

“The advanced courses in science
helped give me the knowledge I
needed for pharmacy school,” he
adds. “Obtaining a degree before
entering school is beneficial. I
majored in microbiology because I
found the biological aspect of drug
interaction interesting.”

Though Estrada has not deter-
mined the area in which he will
practice after graduation in 2006,
he spends his time concentrating
on his studies, soaking up knowl-
edge in all practice areas within the
profession.

“It pays off to learn as much as
possible the first couple of years,”
Estrada said. “I have found that on
rotations, I knew more than was
needed or expected. It was a good
feeling to have obtained a good
education thus far.”

Networking and building relation-
ships is also essential, according to
Estrada. “Get to know a lot of peo-
ple and get involved,” he stresses to
new and current students. “It will
help you in school and in the
future, because pharmacy is a small
world.”

Some of the organizations in which
Estrada is involved in are the Phi

Delta Chi fraternity (PDX), the
Academy of Student Pharmacists
(ASP), and the Professional
Recovery Network (PRN), in
which he is able to strengthen
his education about drug addic-
tion and alcohol abuse while
meeting healthcare professionals
at national and state meetings.
In addition, Estrada works with
Barbara Tatum, director of coun-
seling and advising, to help stu-
dents and pharmacists with drug
and alcohol recovery. He is the
PRN representative for the
College.

T

AmerisourceBergen

AmerisourceBergen representative Kyle
Benson, director of retail sales for the cen-
tral region, presented Dean Ohia with a
$15,000 gift for student travel. Through the
years AmerisourceBergen has supported the
College of Pharmacy with gifts of over
$100,000.

“ A gift that goes 
a long way...”

“ A gift that goes 
a long way...”

Thirty-seven students received
Golf Scholarships totalling
$23,000 this year. The students
are pictured with two members of
the Golf Executive Committee,
Julie Spier of Randalls (center)
and Louis Williams, associate
professor of medicinal chemistry
(center, second row). Williams
started the Golf Tournament with
Larry McClaugherty 25 years
ago to raise funds for student
scholarships.

Scholarship 50 
Luncheon
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Saturday, Nov. 6, 2004
Homecoming
UH vs. East Carolina

Friday, Nov. 12 through
Sunday, Nov. 14, 2004
APhA-ASP Midyear Meeting

Sunday, Dec. 5 through
Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2004
39th ASHP Midyear Clinical
Meeting and Exhibit
Orlando, Florida
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year UH pharmacy student Arshunda
Washington.  “She is very resistant to reading
about diabetes and asking questions.  Because
the information from the seminar was pre-
sented in a more readable and understand-
able format, my mother started following
some of the instructions and recipes in an
attempt to make a positive change in her
lifestyle.”

While only the students from the top three
projects were asked to make a presentation at
the conference, a UH student also took
fourth place. Studying pharmacists’ impact
on asthma management in the community,
fourth-year student Rosalyn Adigun assessed
the impact that a pharmacist-patient relation-
ship in a community setting can have in
improving the management of asthma.  

In second place, fourth-year students Brice
Labruzzo and Denise Martinez participated
in a high school outreach program to five
area high schools to educate students on the
pharmacy profession.  During the next year,
the UH College of Pharmacy will track the
responses from interested students, several of
whom already have contacted the college for
information on the professional program.  

A community wellness initiative by fourth-
year student Molly Graham captured third
place.  She held a series of seminars to edu-
cate the public on diabetes, hypertension,
stroke, cholesterol, MEDS for Kids, herbal
and nutritional supplements, and osteoporosis.

“I took a couple of packets home to my
mother who suffers from diabetes,” said first-

Jeena Jacob, third-year student and president of the
University of Houston chapter of the Academy of
Student Pharmacists (ASP), receives the TPA-ASP
Membership Award from Tom Guidry, immediate past
chair of the Texas Pharmacy Foundation.

January 2005
11th Annual College of Pharmacy
Mading Society and Stewardship
Dinner
TBA

Thursday, March 31 through
Saturday, April 2, 2005
University of Houston 
Frontier Fiesta

Friday, April 1 through
Tuesday, April 5, 2005
APhA Annual Meeting and Expo
Meeting location TBA


